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have no cloke or pretence to ydlenes. There be neither winetavernes,
nor ale houses, nor stewes, nor anye occasion of vice or wickednes, no
lurkinge corners, no places of wycked counsels or unlawful assem-
blies. But they be in the presente sighte, and under the eies of every
man. So that of necessitie they must either apply their accustomed
labours, or els recreate themselves with honest and laudable pastimes.
This fashion and trade of life, being used amonge the people, it
cannot be chosen, but that they muste of necessitie have store and
plentie of all thinges. And seyng they be all therof parteners
equallie, therefore can no man there be poore or nedie. In the coun-
sell of Amaurot, whether, as I said, every citie sendeth three men a
pece yearly, assone as it is perfectly knowen of what thinges there is
in every place plentie, and againe what things be skant in any place:
incontinent the lacke of the one is perfourmed and filled up with the
aboundance of the other. And this they do frely without anye bene-
fite, taking nothing againe of them, to whom the thinges is given,
but those cities that have geven of their store to any other citie that
lacketh, requiring nothing againe of the same citie, do take suche
thinges as they lacke of an other citie, to the which they gave noth-
inge. So the whole ylande is as it were but one familie, or householde.
But when they have made sufficient provision of store for them-
selves (which they thinke not done, until they have provided for two
yeres folowinge, because of the uncertentie of the next yeares proffe)
then of those thinges, wherof they have abundaunce, they carie furth
into other countreis great plentie: as grayne, honnie, wulle, fiaxe,
woode, madder, purple died felles, waxe, tallowe, lether, and lyvmge
beastes. And the seventh parte of all these thynges they geve
franckelye and fr-elie to the pore of that countrey. The residewe they
sell at a reasonable and meane price. By this trade of traffic or
marchaundise, they bring into their own contrey, not only great plenty
of golde and silver, but also all suche thynges as they lacke at home,
which is almoste nothinge but Iron. And by reason they have longe
used this trade, nowe they have more aboundaunce of these thinges,
then anye man wyll beleve.
Nowe therfore they care not whether they sell for readye money,
or els upon truste to be payed at a daye, and to have the mooste parte
in debtes. But in so doynge they never followe the credence of
privat men: but the assuraunce or warrauntise of the whole citie, by
instrumentes and writinges made in that behalfe accordingly. When
the daye of paiement is come and expired, the citie gathereth up the
debte of the private debtoures, and putteth it into the common boxe,
and so longe hathe the use and profite of it, untill the Utopians their
creditours demaunde it.
The mooste parte of it they never aske. For that thynge whiche is
to them no profite to take it from other, to whom it is profitable: they